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International Conference on Gross National Happiness
A holistic anthropological approach towards secure and meaningful living for all
Tentative date: 4-6 November 2015 

Thum phu,  Bhutan
For details, contact Mr. Tshering Phuntsho, Coordinator at gortshompa07@gmail.com, 

With assistance: nmphuong@speri.org;  ttlanh@livelihoodsovereignty.org; 

www.livelihoodsovereignty.org
INVITATION

Dear Madam/Sir,

In over 20 years of learning about the aspirations of indigenous minority people in the Mekong region, SPERI has come to understand their circumstances and the consequences of communities losing their natural spaces of forest, land, rivers and mountains in which they have had the freedom of creating and enjoying their own wellbeing and happiness generation after generation for hundreds of years. We are particularly concerned about the following:

1. Industrialized and extractive farming taking away good land and leaving behind 70 million people with no livelihood;

2. The loss of homeland for native biological species of the Mekong sub-region;

3. The flight of young people from the rural areas to the cities due to the loss of livelihood and their exposure to modern social evils;

4. The loss of indigenous ethnic identity and its consequence …

5. Increased distrust between people and people, people and government, people and companies leading to conflict, fighting and even killing;
This is why there is a need to turn back to traditional ways of life, self-sufficiency, the preservation of cultural identity, protection of biodiversity, and a balancing between society, economy and environment as a means of regaining peoples’ wellbeing and happiness.

These are the issues that we will be talking about at this conference. We want to contribute step by step toward achieving a better world and a better life for all, and we invite you to join us.

For further information about the Conference, please visit: www.livelihoodsovereignty.org or contact direct to above mentioned email address
Yours sincerely,

